
July 19
th
, 2004 

Executive Director 
World Bank Group 
MC 13-525  
1818 H Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20433, USA 
 
Dear Executive Director,  
 
We write to you today as partners in the global struggle to alleviate poverty and create sustainable and equitable development paths 
for and with all peoples. Over the past three years, many of us have engaged in good faith in the Extractive Industries Review (EIR), 
which was initiated to review the World Bank Group’s involvement in the oil, gas, and mining sectors through the lens of poverty 
alleviation and sustainable development. We welcomed the publication of the final EIR report, and have urged Bank Management to 
adopt all of its recommendations, which we continue to support. While we are heartened to see Bank Management’s improved 
understanding of the issues surrounding the extractive industries, and their strong words of concern, we are deeply concerned to find 
few real commitments to operational changes in Management’s Response.  
 
The EIR report clearly states that there is a role for the World Bank Group in the oil, gas and mining sectors “only if its interventions 
allow extractive industries to contribute to poverty alleviation through sustainable development. And that can only happen when the 
right conditions are in place.”1  These “right conditions” were identified as the recommendations in the EIR report, many of which 
are largely ignored by Management.  
 
Management’s response to the EIR rejects essential conditions for ongoing support for the extractive industries; defers taking 
decisions or making commitments to later dates and future processes; and accepts some conditions in principle but commits to few 
enforceable or participatory implementation measures. Within this framework, World Bank Group support for the expansion of 
investments in the extractive industries, such as gas, is likely to exacerbate poverty, corruption, environmental destruction, conflict, 
human rights abuses, gender inequity, and unaccountable governance. By avoiding making firm commitments to change, 
Management has essentially proposed that business as usual will continue. Management unfortunately gives the impression that 
despite a three-year global consultation process, they have not heard testimony such as the following: 
  

• “We find that the extractive industries worsen our situation, create greater divisions between rich and poor and escalate 
violence and repression in our areas”. – Indigenous Peoples’ Declaration on Extractive Industries, Indigenous EIR 
Workshop, April 2003 Oxford, United Kingdom  

 
Under these circumstances, we call on the Board of Directors to take steps to strengthen the Management Response and ensure that 
the right conditions are in place before supporting any more investments in the extractive industries. In the absence of the right 
conditions, it is clear that such investments, are likely to exacerbate poverty and undermine sustainable development. Furthermore, 
it would not be the most efficient use of limited Bank Group resources if the objective is poverty alleviation through sustainable 
development. 
 
We therefore call for an immediate moratorium on World Bank Group investments in the extractive sector until the following 
conditions can be put into place:  
 

1) Sequencing. Key threshold governance criteria – such as revenue and budget transparency; the absence of armed conflict 
and large-scale corruption; a political environment that respects freedom of association, expression and the press – must 
be demonstrably present before World Bank support for extractive industry investments.  

2) The Bank should evaluate all proposed extractive industries projects against a set of poverty reduction criteria, which 
should be established in consultation with civil society. Such criteria should give primary consideration to analyzing the 
impacts of extractive projects on the world’s poor, particularly women and children. The Bank should not support 
projects that do not meet these criteria. Approved projects should be evaluated annually to determine the extent to which 
the criteria have been fulfilled.  

3) The baseline figure for renewables investment should be set no lower than $400 million, which equals the level of the 
Bank Group’s previous best year for renewables (1996).  From this baseline, an annual increase of 20% should be set, as 
Management has recommended.  This commitment is a vital step towards World Bank Group leadership in combating 
climate change. 

4) The rights of indigenous peoples and local communities to give their free, prior and informed consent is operationalized 
in Bank Group policies and respected in practice.  

                                                 
1 Striking a Better Balance: The Extractive Industries Review Final Report, Executive Summary, page 1, November 26, 2003. Emphasis added. 



5) There are certain places left on earth of such high biodiversity and social sensitivity that the Bank should refuse to 
support extractives in those areas. We call on the World Bank Group to declare World Heritage Sites and IUCN 
Protected Areas Categories 1-4 off limits from extractives as suggested by the EIR.  

6) Specify the review and reporting process proposed by Bank Management to include a an evaluation of the poverty 
impacts of World Bank Group’s extractives portfolio, as well as report on implementation and/or ongoing feasibility of 
the EIR recommended policy changes (including adoption of core labor standards, human rights, mining standards, 
gender equity, and phase-outs). Terms of reference and indicators for this process should be developed by Management 
in a consultative manner within 6 months. In addition, the Board should also instruct Bank Management to prepare a 
mid-term energy strategy which recognizes that fossil fuel lending is not sustainable. This energy strategy should 
prepare a plan for the World Bank Group to transition away from fossil fuel lending.  

 
Over the last three years, civil society organizations have devoted scarce resources towards the EIR process, in good faith that these 
efforts would produce results. Although we have seen progress in the dialogue, what the response lacks are commitments to change. 
It raises concerns which civil society has expressed throughout this process  

 
• “What assurances do we have that this process will result in real change?”-Oronto Natei Douglas, Nigeria, First EIR Global 

Consultation, Brussels, November 2001  
 
We refer you to the more complete civil society analyses of Management’s Response to the EIR, which we expect you have 
received from various sources. Civil society globally – including development, human rights, indigenous peoples, women’s, and 
environmental groups – have been testifying to the impacts of the extractive industries and the World Bank Group’s involvement for 
years. Because these projects severely impact our lives, our communities, our health, our environment, and our collective future, we 
will continue to bear witness, we will continue to speak out, and we will continue to demand accountability to the ideals of poverty 
alleviation and sustainable development that we all share.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Eltari, Ali 
Albanian Ecological Club - 
International Friends of Nature 
Albania 
 

 

Carpio, Jorge 
FOCO 
Argentina 
 

AQUAEC Staff 
AQUAEC Corporation 
Armenia 
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For Sustainable Human 
Development 
Armenia 
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Friends of the Earth - Australia 
Australia 
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Rainforest Information Centre 
Australia 
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Azerbaijan 
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Bangladesh 
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Proyecto Gato 
Belgium 
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Friends of the Earth - Brazil 
Brazil 
 

Paim, Elisangela 
Nucleo Amigos de la Tierra - Brazil 
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Belgium 
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For the Earth 
Bulgaria 
 

Kovatchev, Petko 
CEIE 
Bulgaria 
 



Célestin Nsabiye 
Global Village Burundi 
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Cameroon 
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Canada 
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Committee 
Canada 
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Canada 
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Canada 
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Friends of the Earth Canada 
Canada 
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Committee 
Canada 
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Czech Republic 
 

 

Pribyl, Pavel 
Hnuti Duha 
Czech Republic 
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CEE Bankwatch Network 
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Bakulu, Pasteur Jacques 
CEPECO 
Dem. Rep. Congo 
 

 

Mukaz, Emmanuel 
Le Projet des Orphelins du Sida et 
Prevention Sida 
Dem. Rep. Congo 
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Reseau CREF 
Dem. Rep. Congo 
 

Bakulu, Jacques Pasteur 
Centre pour la Promotion et 
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Dem. Rep. Congo 

 

Olesen, Gunnar Boye 
INFORSE-Europe 
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Jorge Leon T. 
Comité Ecuatoriano para la Defensa 
de la Naturaleza y el Medio 
Ambiente 
Ecuador 

Zorrilla, Carlos 
DECOIN 
Ecuador 
 

 

Mardiste, Peep 
Friends of the Earth Estonia 
Estonia 
 

Godinot, Sebastien 
Friends of the Earth - France 
France 
 

Basu, Sujay 
Helio International 
France 
 

 

Kochladze, Manana 
Green Alternative 
Georgia 
 

Vocking, Knud 
Urgewald 
Germany 
 



Dobelmann, Jan Kai 
International Solar Energy Society - 
Germany 
Germany 
 

 

Schneider, Ann Kathrin 
WEED - World Economy, Ecology 
and Development 
Germany 
 

Andrea Ploger 
WEED - World Economy, Ecology 
and Development 
Germany 
 

Goldau, Axel 
Critical Ecology News 
Germany 
 

 

Maier, Jurgen 
German NGO Form Environment 
and Development 
Germany 
 

Mueller, Ulrich 
FoodFirst Information & Action 
Network 
Germany 
 

Rohr, Johannes 
Institute for Ecology and Action 
Anthropology 
Germany 
 

 

Willke, Klaus 
One World Network Hamburg 
Germany 
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Wassa Association of Communities 
Affected by Mining 
Ghana 
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(CEPIL) 
Ghana 
 

Darimani, Abdulai 
Third World Network - Africa 
Ghana 
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Friends of the Earth 
Ghana 
 

 

Vogt, Daniel 
Asociacion Estorena Para el 
Desarrollo Integral 
Guatemala 
 

Rebbapragada, Ravi 
Mines, Minerals and People 
India 
 

Ginting, Longgena 
Walhi - Friends of the Earth 
Indonesia 
Indonesia 
 

 

Tumiwa, Fabby 
Working Group on Power Sector 
Restructuring 
Indonesia 
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YPB/LEAD Indonesia 
Indonesia 
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The Indonesian Ecollabeling 
Institute 
Indonesia 
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Campagna per la riforma della 
banca Mondiale 
Italy 
 

Calza Bini, Daniele 
LEGAMBIENTE 
Italy 
 

Murakami, Shoko 
Friends of the Earth - Japan 
Japan 
 

 

Tanabe, Yuki 
Japan Center for Sustainable 
Environment and Society 
Japan 
 

Moldogazieva, Kalia 
HDC - Tree of Life 
Kyrgyz Republic 
 

Hadjamberdiev, Igor 
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Kyrgyzstan 
 

 

Ablova, Natalia 
Bureau on Human Rights and Rule 
of Law 
Kyrgyzstan 
 

Ozola, Alda 
VAK 
Latvia 
 

Piksrys, Saulius 
Atgaja 
Lithuania 
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Equipo Pueblo 
Mexico 
 

Sawyer, Steve 
Greenpeace International 
Netherlands 
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Friends of the Earth - Netherlands 
Netherlands 
 

 

Bruil, Janneke 
Friends of the Earth International 
Netherlands 
 

Brink, Henneke 
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Netherlands 
 

Frijns, Johan 
BankTrack 
Netherlands 
 

 

Jaeger, Johanna 
SEED's World Bank Divestment 
Campaign 
Netherlands 
 

Ugolor, Rev. David 
African Network for Environment 
and Economic Justice 
Nigeria 
 

Ali, Shahnaz Wazir 
Pakistan Centre for Philanthropy 
Pakistan 
 

 

Koma, Matilda 
CERD 
Papua New Guinea 
 

Abanto, Carlos 
Asociacion Civil Labor 
Peru 
 

Nettleton, Geoff 
Indigenous Peoples Link 
Phillipines 
 

 

Cyglicki, Robert 
Polish Green Network 
Poland 
 

Andrzej, Gula 
Institute for Environmental 
Economics 
Poland 
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Green Federation Gaia 
Poland 
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Euronatura - Centre for 
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Development 
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Romania 
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Agency for Research and Protection 
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Russia 
 

 

Volkova, Galina 
Association of Indigenous People of 
the North (RAIPON) 
Russia 
 

Yablokov, Alexey 
Center for Russian Environmental 
Policy 
Russia 
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Ecojuris Institute of Environmental 
Law 
Russia 
 

 

Mtangala,  Lumpu  Nsenga 
Amis de la Foret et de 
l'Environnement pour le 
Developpement 
Rwanda 

Mihok, Peter 
Center for Environmental Public 
Advocacy 
Slovakia 
 

Naidoo, Kumi 
CIVICUS; JFC secretariat 
South Africa 
 

 

Worthington, Richard 
Earthlife Africa 
South Africa 
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Observatorio de la Deuda en la 
Globalizacion 
Spain 
 

Gutierrez, Daniel Sanchez 
Friends of the Earth Spain 
Spain 
 

 

Eberlein, Christine 
Berne Declaration 
Switzerland 
 

Gurtner, Bruno 
Swiss Coalition of Development 
Organizations 
Switzerland 
 

Morel, Caroline 
SWISSAID 
Switzerland 
 

 

Tacaciu, Dan-Calin 
Sun Valley Association 
Takelau 
 

Maramuzi, Frank 
National Association of Professional 
Environmentalists 
Uganda 
 



Kamese, Geoffrey N. 
National Association of Professional 
Environmentalists 
Uganda 
 

 

Urbansky, Yury 
National Ecological Centre of 
Ukraine 
Ukraine 
 

Stockman, Lorne 
Platform Research 
United Kingdom 
 

Powell, Jeff 
The Bretton Woods Project 
United Kingdom 
 

 

Carr, Frances 
Down to Earth: The International 
Campaign for Ecological Justice 
United Kingdom 
 

Wicks, Clive 
Conservation Development 
Consultant 
United Kingdom 
 

Hildyard, Nicholas 
The Corner House 
United Kingdom 
 

 

Ellis, Hannah 
Friends of the Earth England, Wales 
and N. Ireland 
United Kingdom 
 

Colchester, Marcus 
Forest Peoples Programme 
United Kingdom 
 

Hobbs, Jeremy 
Oxfam International 
United Kingdom 
 

 

Bosshard, Peter 
International Rivers Network 
USA 
 

Hellinger, Dough 
The Development GAP 
USA 
 

Watters, Kate 
Crude Accountability 
USA 
 

 

Levitt, Joanna 
The Center for International 
Environmental Law 
USA 
 

Palmer, Paula 
Global Response 
USA 
 

Norlen, Doug 
Pacific Environment 
USA 
 

 

Hunt, Douglas B. 
United Church of Christ Network 
for Environmental and Economic 
Responsibility 
USA 

Bruno, Kenny 
EarthRights International 
USA 
 

Rich, Bruce 
Environmental Defense 
USA 
 

 

Anderson, Lowell Rev. 
Christ Lutheran Church 
USA 
 

Wysham, Daphne 
Sustainable Energy and Economy 
Network 
USA 
 

Sinkamba, Peter 
Citizens for a Better Environment 
Zambia 
 

   

    

    



    

    

    

    

    

 


