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European Environmental Paper Network



Common Vision 

Environmental Paper Networks in Europe,  North 
America (> 100 NGOs) and worldwide have a shared 
Common Vision for Transforming the Pulp and 
Paper Industry
– Reduce paper consumption
– Reduce reliance on virgin forest fibre
– Ensure social responsibility
– Source fibre responsibly (no endangered forests, only 

sustainable forest management) 
– Ensure clean production



EEPN Steering Committee

• WWF – International (Harri)
• Greenpeace International (Sini H/Olli)
• Luonto-Liitto – Finland (Otto)
• Climate for Ideas (Jim) 
• Terra (Sergio)



Shrink context



Climate impact of  paper
• Carbon footprint in the 

forest is very large; 
Climate for Ideas 
estimates that European 
paper consumption alone 
uses carbon from forests 
equivalent to 7.4% of  EU 
emissions annually, ~300 
million tonnes CO2
equivalent.  



Climate impact of  paper

• Paper industry attempting to claim carbon 
neutral paper.

• Paper industry is reported as having ~1% of  
global emissions. 

• Paper actually accounts for ~10% of  global 
emissions. 



Paper GHG emissions estimates

• Current 1% figure is for fossil fuel emissions 
at paper mills only (as cited by WRI). 

• Biomass emissions, opportunity cost of  land 
accounts for additional ~2 – 3%. 

• Transportation accounts for  additional ~1%.
• Methane accounts for additional ~ 2%.
• Other emissions: printing, chemicals, energy 

production, black carbon, other. 







Shrink resources

• Case studies for companies or institutions taking 
action on paper reduction. 

• Tips and tools for individuals, savings at home. 
• Pledge section and calculator of  savings. 
• Paper Planet Blog



Shrink company focus
• Four sectors: 

– Magazines
– Catalogues 
– Supermarkets 
– Banks / insurance

• Asking for 50% reduction in paper consumption 
• Produced scorecard of companies
• Held seminars for institutions (companies, 

governments, agencies….)



Haymarket (magazine company)

• Reduced office paper by 23% in two years 2005 
– 2007. 

• From a starting point of 16,227 reams, reduced 
10% and 13% over the next two years, down to 
12,706 reams. 

• (We assumed 3.5 lbs. of paper per ream and no recycled 
content.)



Haymarket savings

• ~200 tonnes of CO2e 
• 124,600 gallons of water
• 14,880 pounds of solid waste
• 157 trees 



IPC Media (magazine company)

• Reduced 9,600 tonnes of magazines over three 
years.  

• We assumed 3,200 tonnes of annual magazine 
reduction, ~21%. 



IPC Media savings

• Almost 60 million gallons of water, enough to 
fill 91 pools

• 69,300 trees 
• 37 million pounds of solid waste 
• ~27,000 tonnes of CO2e
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Duchy Originals (luxury food 
company)
• Moved from 51.5 grams of packaging to 16 

grams on 250,000 units of product.
• Saved 8.875 tonnes of packaging. 
• Saved:  

– 267 tonnes of CO2e 
– 108,300 gallons of water
– 18,500 pounds of solid waste 
– 200 trees 



Standard Life (insurance)

• Saved 205 tonnes of paper for letterhead, 
marketing and photocopies.

• Moved to 100% recycled for copy paper. 
• Moved to 50% recycled, 50% FSC for marketing 

literature. 



Standard Life savings so far

• 12 million gallons of water
• 1.7 million pounds of solid waste
• 27,000 trees 
• 19,770 tonnes CO2e 
• Energy enough for 261 American homes… 

probably twice that number of UK homes! 



Next steps

• Paper utility scale
• State of the European paper industry
• Case studies on social and environmental 

impacts of paper production in the South
• European version of paper calculator
• http://www.shrinkpaper.org
• http://www.environmentalpaper.eu
• http://www.whatsinyourpaper.eu
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Shrink  governments

• Letter to Ministries of the Env. of EU countries
• Posted results on www.shrinkpaper.org
• 6 responses, two reduction commitments 

(Sweden 5%, France 50% reductions, and 
Belgium, Austria, Czech Republic, Denmark, 
Greece, Ireland, Poland, Malta have responded 
to our inquiry).

• Case Study BMU (Germany)

http://www.shrinkpaper.org/�


Answers from governments (so far)
• France: 50% reduction commitment
• Sweden:  5% reduction commitment
• Denmark: EPI 48% reduction
• Austria: Env Agency reduced dramatically paper 

comsumption
• Finland: tax office
• Belgium, Czech Republic, Ireland, Greece, Malta 

and Poland: answers but still no commitment    



New letter to the Env. Mins

• Follow-up
• Activities
• Etc…



Candidate countries
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