  
  

	Menu

	Pôle Français





Site searchSearch keyword(s): Search


 	Twitter
	Facebook
	LinkedIn
	Newsletter sign up

 


	Home
	Why we campaign	Challenging Trade
	Ending deforestation
	Reducing EU Consumption
	Tackling climate change & biodiversity crises
	Upholding Forest Peoples’ Rights


	Issues	All issues
	Bioenergy
	Carbon Offsetting
	Carbon trading
	Close-to-nature forestry
	Critical minerals
	European forests
	EU-Indonesia Free Trade Agreement
	EU-Mercosur Free Trade Agreement
	Forest risk commodities
	Illegal logging
	International rights-based forest restoration
	Land Use, Land Use Change and Forestry (LULUCF)
	Meat consumption
	Paper packaging
	EU Regulation on deforestation-free products
	EU Partnerships


	Who we are	Our mission
	Team
	Board
	Decades of achievements
	Annual reports
	Audited finances
	Compliance and safeguarding
	Gender statement
	Justice, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion statement
	Get involved


	How we work	Our approach
	How we work with the EU
	Our work with partners
	Who are our partners?
	Toolkits and training
	Improving gender justice in forest policy


	Publications & Insight	News
	Publications
	Events
	Forest Watch newsletter








      

	Home









Issues

      Why Fern cares about forests and forest people?
Forests are essential for life on earth.
They create soil, maintain the water cycle and are a vast source of nutrients. They make the weather and protect us from hurricanes, droughts and floods. They build and cool the atmosphere, and feed, cure and shelter more creatures than we can count. They are home to 300 million people and provide livelihoods for one fifth of humanity.
They are also a haven in times of stress. Even a short time in a forest can improve one’s mood, cardiovascular health and reduce blood pressure and stress. They inspire our children and are the starting point for many of our most cherished fairy tales, folklores and myths.
Yet every year, the destruction of the world’s forests increases. Indigenous Peoples and forest-based communities act as the Guardians of the Forest but we need to stand shoulder to shoulder with them to ensure forests are protected and restored everywhere.
If we are to survive, forests need to be both protected and restored. The EU has the power and the responsibility to make this happen.
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Fern works to achieve environmental and social justice with a focus on forests and forest peoples' rights in the policies and practices of the European Union.
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